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curs which makes it necessary for ships to visit
foreign countries, let us send a squadron of four
ships instead of one, for whatever is to be done can
be accomplished by four better than by one/*

This was a view that might not be welcome to
officers or to their wives, who liked to see Europe,
or to admirals who enjoyed the official honors that
await a squadron upon entering a foreign harbor.
But it was certainly in the interest of efficiency.
If there must be junketing, let it be where our own
people, who pay for the navy, rather than foreigners,
might see the ships. Much junketing of any kind
is a distraction that interferes with application and
routine, and therefore with efficiency.

One reason, perhaps, why so little was seen of
our ships in home ports for twenty years after the
Civil War, was that the sight of them might arouse
the people's demand for a naval policy which did
not represent a mere waste of money in keeping the
relics in commission. The people might have in-
sisted on better ships, and Congress had other uses
for its funds, in the midst of increasing pension ex-
penditures, than spending it on such a luxury as
building men-of-war, which brought no return in
patronage. I often wondered, during the '70*8 and
58o's, on whose shoulders outraged public opinion
would have placed the responsibility if there had
been war and consequent national disaster. There
was only one alternative for the naval captain of a